
Reflection for the Twenty Sixth Sunday of the Church’s Year 
 
The first reading and gospel of our Sunday Mass this weekend lambast the sheer 
disinterest of the wealthy and comfortable in respect of the plight of their poorer 
neighbours.  Amos, a great prophet of social justice writing nearly 800 years before 
Jesus, was a wonderful wordsmith and orator.  He vividly describes the life style of 
the wealthy when he says: “Woe to those ensconced so snugly on Zion….who feel so safe on 
the mountain of Samaria…..lying on ivory beds and sprawling on their divans.....they dine on 
lambs from the flock and stall fattened veal... they  bawl to the sound of the harp  [and they] 
drink wine by the bowlful”.  He also castigates them because, while they take their 
pleasures, “about the ruin of Joseph they care not at all.”  St Luke, in the gospel, paints a 
similar and equally powerful description of “the rich man who used to dress in purple and 
fine linen and feast magnificently everyday”.  The rich man must have been aware of the 
plight of the poor man Lazarus at his gate, possibly passing him as he came and went, 
but he didn’t even let the poor man have the scraps from his table.  After their 
respective deaths St Luke goes on to describe the “torment” and “agony” that awaited 
the rich man while Lazarus was “comforted” in the bosom of Abraham, 
 
Both Amos and Jesus challenge us forcefully to look honestly into our hearts and 
examine our levels of generosity and our care for those less well-off.  Those “snugly 
ensconced in Zion” and “the rich man who used to dress in purple and fine linen and feast 
magnificently every day” have no love whatsoever in their hearts for those suffering 
around them –rather they display a callous disinterest. 
 
Additionally, Lazarus, the poor man at the rich man’s door didn’t want much, he 
would have been happy “to fill himself with the scraps that fell from the rich man’s table”.  
However, this begs a further question: should the poor simply have to content 
themselves with the “scraps from the table” and not be in receipt of a proper portion? 
 
Today’s readings put forward a radical challenge to our generosity and charitable 
giving, indeed to our very mindset.  The presumption of both our first reading and 
gospel is that our starting point shouldn’t be what we have left over but what we have 
to start with.  So, let us look into our hearts and ask ourselves two questions: have we 
a genuine concern for those less well off than ourselves and when we are charitable 
are we simply giving “the scraps from the table” after we taken the lion’s share and had 
our fill? 
 


