
Reflection for the Twenty First Sunday of the Church’s Year 
 
The parables Jesus told and the images he used to convey his message stuck in 
people’s minds and it’s possible that he used the image of a door on more than one 
occasion.  Today’s gospel seems to fuse together two separate illustrations using doors 
to convey a message.  And these two door illustrations were probably made on 
different occasions.  The first door is described as a “narrow” door and the message 
is to “try your best to enter”; the second is a “closed” door and the message is not to 
leave it too late to enter.  Unfortunately, by fusing these two images together St Luke 
suggests that Jesus’ response to the question “Sir, will there be only a few saved?” was 
somewhat awkward and lacking a flowing logic. 
 
But St Luke has brought these two images together because they both offer a response 
from Jesus to that question put to him as he travelled through “the towns and 
villages….making his way to Jerusalem”.  His answer is nuanced and calculated to exhort 
his listeners to action.  Had Jesus simply replied to the question “will there be only a few 
saved?” with the answer: “No, not at all, you’re all in” he would likely have induced 
complacency, smugness, and idleness amongst his listeners.  Had he replied: “Yes, 
only a select few will be saved” he would have been likely to have disheartened his 
listeners making them despondent and causing them to give up on any efforts they 
were making.  Instead, his response, in the two messages which have been fused 
together, has a depth far beyond any simple “yes” or “no” because he cleverly 
encourages and cautions at one and the same time.  The door is “narrow” but it is 
possible to “enter” through it.  The door will only be closed when “the master of the 
house” gets up to lock it but until then it is possible to pass through it.  So, to the man 
who asks the question “will there be only a few saved”, and to all his followers, Jesus says 
“try your best and don’t leave it too late”. 
 
And in his response Jesus offers the hope of being saved not just to the chosen people 
who claim that they “once ate and drank in his company and he taught in their streets” but 
also to a far-reaching audience.  The door may be narrow, but it is not exclusive.  “Men 
from east and west, north and south, will come to take their places at the feast in the Kingdom 
of God” says Jesus echoing the words of the prophet Isaiah in the first reading: “I am 
coming to gather the nations of every language”. 
 
In the gospel Jesus is asked: “Sir, will there be only a few be saved?”  The answer he gives 
offers hope without underestimating the commitment needed. 
 


