
Reflection for the fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Do you have any boundaries in life? I imagine the answer is ‘Yes.’ The word 
‘boundary’ might conjure up an array of images for us. We might think of our 
personal lives, and the boundaries we might try to keep between work time and time 
for relaxation. Boundaries between our boss, as employees…But of course, some 
boundaries are more contentious: I’m reminded of the so-called “Mexico wall” 
which was the focus of much attention during the Trump presidency. For some, a 
boundary to protect; for others, a boundary to exclude. 

Jesus crosses a boundary in the Gospel today and not everyone is happy about it. 
Initially we are told that Jesus had ‘won the approval’ of the congregation in the 
synagogue, and ‘they were astonished by the gracious words that came from his 
lips.’ So far, so good.  

The slight puzzlement over Jesus’s identity— ‘This is Joseph’s son, surely?’—is not 
enough to bother the crowd too much. Then all changes. From Jesus having won 
their approval, they then intended to throw him down a cliff. The trigger: the claim 
that God would intervene positively in the lives of those beyond the chosen fold. 
Not only that, but God also helped others even when, within the fold of the Chosen 
People, there were individuals with the same needs. 

Those gathered before Jesus had their known boundaries, and Jesus was crossing 
them. The lesson we should take from Jesus is not that boundaries are irrelevant; 
this is not a call to anarchy. The lesson we should take is that maybe we need to 
reassess what boundaries we have in place. 

We might see in our second reading the boundaries rewritten for us. The boundary 
which overarches all that we do and all that we are is love (caritas/agape). It is a 
boundary more akin to rules of a game than a physical barrier. Love is the rule of 
the game of life; it is the rule by which we play the game not only well, but by which 
we may play the game, in a real sense, at all. It is a boundary that enables us to be 
more who we are made to be. It is not a boundary for us to hide behind or to use as 
a shield, for this love spoken of draws us out of ourselves and into relationship. The 
Catechism says it is the ‘theological virtue by which we love God above all things for His own 
sake, and our neighbour as ourselves for the love of God.’ 
Today’s readings challenge us not to tear down our boundaries recklessly but do 
challenge us to look more closely with a questioning eye at what our boundaries are 
in relation to God and our neighbour.  

The congregation in todays gospel no doubt saw themselves safely within the 
boundary of God’s house, ready to slam the door shut in the face of Jesus, the 
unwelcome visitor with strange ideas. Perhaps, though, in the passion of the 
moment, they did not realise that they might be on the wrong side of the door. 

 


