
Reflection for the 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Had we been journeying with Jesus on his way from Jericho to Jerusalem to 
celebrate Passover, we’d have been amongst great crowds listening to the teaching 
of this audacious young Galilean as he walked. Great crowds would have lined the 
roadsides to catch a glimpse of Jesus, many curious faces and even hostile glances 
would have closely followed him, as he journeyed toward the great Temple of 
Jerusalem with his disciples. 

In today’s gospel we’re told that out of the large crowd, come the shouts of a blind 
man, Bartimaeus…Son of David, Jesus have pity of me…son of David have pity on me! This 
call is not a sentimental wish to see Jesus but a cry from the heart, a desperate desire 
to see the one who can change everything! 

Many people hear the call of Jesus but say in effect, ‘wait until I’ve done this, or 
that’. This is not the case with Bartimaeus, he throws off his cloak in order to get to 
Jesus quickly. Certain chances happen only once and this man saw his opportunity. 
He knew very well what he was asking Jesus to do- to restore his sight.  

Clearly, there would be plenty to say about the particular miracle and its context, but 
the words of Our Lord spoken as he restores Bartimaeus’ sight suggest that this 
episode is also to be understood as an image of his work of salvation. Notice that 
Jesus does not say to Bartimaeus, ‘your faith has given you your sight,’ or something 
similar, but rather, ‘your faith has saved you.’ 

When Our Lord gives Bartimaeus his sight, he doesn’t endow him with a unique 
superpower, but restores to him something which belongs to his life as a human 
being. Similarly, to speak of our salvation in Christ is to say something about the 
restoration, not the unnatural enhancement, of our humanity: we were made in 
God’s image and likeness, made for friendship with him, and in saving us, Christ is 
restoring to us the possibility of enjoying that friendship.  

Bartimaeus was able to receive the healing and salvation which Jesus gives because 
of a desire through his faith, to experience the power of Christ. If we do not 
recognise that there is something we lack, if we do not desire for the wounds of sin 
to be healed, then we will not be able to recognise in Jesus, the saviour in whom to 
place our trust, and the notion of salvation will be meaningless. 


