
A reflection from Sean for the Sixth Sunday of Easter 

As we approach the great feast of Pentecost, already the sound of the mighty wind 
that will descend on the apostles is rumbling in the background of this Sunday’s 
readings. The great gift of the Holy Spirit when he comes is of course charity, love. 
When the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling within us at our Baptism, he forges in us a 
bond of love which unites us to Jesus and the Church. This bond of love is pure gift 
of God. 

The word ‘love’ is very often used in unthinking, casual or haphazard ways. In our 
modern world love is understood as something that ‘I do’ and in a certain sense this 
is true, it is a deeply personal thing that cannot be forced. The Christian 
understanding of love is rooted in God, and in sacrifice, as we shall see in today’s 
gospel. We are only able to love others because we have been loved first. 

In our first reading a group of Gentiles had an intense experience of being loved by 
God when the Holy Spirit came upon them in power, and such was their joy that 
they burst into praise. St. Peter and the Jewish Christians came to understand that 
the love of God is universal. We heard St. Peter declare: ‘The truth I have now come to 
realise’ he said ‘is that God does not have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears 
God and does what is right is acceptable to him.’ (Acts 10: 34-35) 

This love of God that becomes ours, part of us, through the Holy Spirit is particular 
and personal. God does not love human beings in a general sort of way, instead, he 
loves you and me particularly and individually. My dear people, let us love one another since 
love comes from God and everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. (1 Jn 4:7) 

Loves come from God ( 1Jn 4:7), because God is love. When the Spirit of God begins to 
blow in our hearts and minds he fills our sails and moves us towards love of God 
and love of neighbour. To understand what it means to love our neighbour, we 
must look to Jesus. It is he who makes God’s love visible and tangible. By taking on 
flesh, God himself can love us in a way that we can see, hear, feel and understand.  

The challenge presented to each of us is to always imitate the love of Jesus, the love 
of God, by loving one another. It isn’t though an additional extra to our faith, but 
the very command of Jesus himself, This is my commandment: love one another, as I have 
loved you. A man can have no greater love than to lay down his life for his friends. You are my 
friends, if you do what I command you… What I command you is to love one another. (Jn 15:12) 

God himself empowers us to love him and to love our neighbour through the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, the wind in our sails:  For our part, we must simply accept this 
gift and say yes to the power of his recreating love in our lives.  


