
Third Sunday of Easter 
 
On Easter Sunday the apostles and those with them were thrown into utter 
confusion.  Mary Magdalene claimed she had seen the risen Jesus1.  Cleopas and 
another disciple claimed Jesus had walked with them to Emmaus, but they had only 
recognised him at “the breaking of the bread”2.  That morning Peter and John had 
seen the empty tomb3.  So, on Easter Sunday night, Jesus appeared to them en masse 
to convince them that he was truly risen and to “open their minds” that “everything 
written about me in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets and in the Psalms has to be fulfilled.”  
He then went on to tell them that their calling to discipleship was not over and that 
they still had work to do because “in his name repentance for the forgiveness of sins would 
be preached to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”  His words that evening conveyed 
two things, firstly, that the message to be proclaimed is unchanged although, and 
secondly, the audience who are to receive this message has grown to know no limits. 
 
The message is not that Jesus has risen from the dead, but it is the very same 
message Jesus had preached throughout his public ministry.  It is the message of 
“repentance for the forgiveness of sins”, a message he first preached after his forty days in 
the wilderness and repeated when he cured the paralysed man lowered on a 
stretcher, when he cured the man at pool of Bethesda, when he pardoned the 
woman caught in the act of adultery, when he told the parable of the prodigal son, 
and also the parable of the rich man with the poor man Lazarus starving on his 
doorstep.  And it is the message embodied in the words he spoke over the chalice of 
wine he passed around at the Last Supper saying, “this is my blood of the covenant 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”4  And it is this message which we 
find St Peter preaching in today’s first reading when he says to the people “now you 
must repent and turn to  God, so that your sins may be forgiven.” 
 
However, if the message is unchanged the audience to whom it is to be preached 
has indeed grown to know no limits.  On this resurrection night Jesus tells his 
followers plainly that “repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”  Except for the occasional friendly encounter or 
word with the odd Samaritan, Syro-Phoenician or occupying Roman soldier, Jesus’ 
mission and ministry had been almost exclusively to his own Jewish people.  So, this 
new commission to go global, most likely came as a surprise to these unsuspecting 
apostles. 
 
On Easter night, Jesus isn’t simply assuring his disciples of his resurrection from the 
dead – he is already entrusting them with the mission of his church. 
																																																													
1	Mk	16:	9-11;	Matt	28:9	
2	Lk	24:	13-35	
3	Lk	24:	12;	Jn	20:	1-10	
4	Mk	2:2-12;	Jn	5:	1-	17,	Jn	8:	1-11,	Lk	15:	11-32,	Lk	16:	19-31,	Matt	26:	28	


