
Reflection for the Second Sunday of Lent 
 

“We may be certain, after such a gift, that [God] will not refuse anything he can give.”  This 
half sentence written by St Paul to the Christian community in the city of Rome 
offering words of assurance in challenging circumstances, is based on the argument 
“look at the evidence of the past to have confidence about how things are to be in the 
future.”  This is a lesson being taught by all three of our readings today. 
 
In our gospel Jesus has just told his disciples that he must “suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders and the chief priests and to be killed, and after three days rise again.”1 To 
prepare his disciples for the time these events happen and give them reassurance, he 
takes three of them “Peter and James and John and leads them up a high mountain” where 
Moses and Elijah appear with him in his glory.  Moses and Elijah represented God’s 
earlier dealings with his people recorded in the Law and the Prophets and their 
presence is intended to recall God’s faithfulness recorded there.  In other words, Jesus 
is saying to his three disciples, “look at the evidence of the past to have confidence 
about how things are to be in the future.” 
 
At the time of the Transfiguration the death and resurrection of Jesus lay in the future 
but by the time Paul writes to the Christians of Rome they have become things of the 
past.  In our second reading Paul’s confidence of God’s present and future readiness to 
reach out to his people is anchored in those past  events of Jesus death and 
resurrection: “God did not spare his own Son” he argues “but gave him up to benefit us all” 
therefore his listeners “may be certain….he will not refuse anything he can give.”  Once 
again, “look at the evidence of the past to have confidence about how things are to be 
in the future.” 
 
Abraham in our first reading is presented as a window firstly into what God’s sacrifice 
of his own Son entailed and secondly into the complete trust Abraham has in God 
because of his past promises.  With a heavy heart, he makes a three-day journey when 
God asks of him: “take your son, your only child Isaac whom you love …and offer him as a 
burnt offering.”  Abraham’s trust in God was so complete that he had Isaac bound and 
had “stretched out his hand to seize the knife to kill his son” before God intervenes and 
rewards his faithfulness.  God then promises “Because you have done this, because you have 
not refused me your only son, I will  shower blessings on you.”  God rewards Abraham’s 
complete faithfulness and we can be assured that he will reward all who maintain that 
degree of trust in the face of challenge and adversity. 
 
“Look at the evidence of the past to have confidence about how things are to be in the 
future” is the message of today’s scriptures.  Whatever the challenges and trials of life, 
let us keep before us today’s words from St Paul “God did not spare his own Son but gave 
him up to benefit us all” and so be assured that “he will not refuse anything he can give.” 
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