
Reflection for the Second Sunday of the Church’s Year 
 
The four gospels are not chronological accounts of the life of Jesus written by 
eyewitnesses who followed him around.  They are later, reflective and selective 
accounts brought together to persuade people to embrace the Christian message or 
to understand it more deeply – none more so than the gospel of St John.  In the 
opening prologue of his gospel, St John told us that “A man came, sent by God.  His 
name was John.  He came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so that everyone 
might believe through him.”1  He then gives over a considerable portion of text to 
explain how John witnessed to “the light”2 and today’s gospel passage in which John 
the Baptist points Jesus out to his own disciples as “the Lamb of God” is one part of 
that testimony. 
 
Today’s gospel passage also describes how Jesus collected his first disciples and it is 
a very different account from the casual encounter on the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee described by Matthew, Mark and Luke.  According to these three evangelists 
Jesus approached a group of fishermen and invited them to follow him.  According 
to St John, it was Andrew, who was already a disciple of John the Baptist, who, 
taking his cue from John’s description of Jesus as the “Lamb of God”, approached 
Jesus addressing him as “Rabbi” and inviting himself to spend the day at Jesus’ 
home.  By the next morning, following this time spent with Jesus, Andrew has 
concluded that Jesus is “the Messiah” and he takes his brother Simon along to meet 
him. 
 
John the gospel writer uses these events to leave his readers with no doubt of the 
importance of who Jesus is.  In this short passage alone, he uses three titles to 
describe the person and mission of Jesus: Lamb of God, Rabbi and Messiah.  In 
reality, these titles were not used of Jesus at the start of his public ministry, but they 
were ascribed after years, if not decades, of reflection following the crucifixion and 
resurrection.  Nevertheless, John does not hesitate to put them into the mouths of 
John the Baptist and Jesus’ disciples so that his readers and listeners will have no 
doubt of the significance of the story he is telling. 
 
And the lesson we can take from today’s gospel and scriptures?  Like Andrew in the 
gospel, and like Samuel in the first reading, we too are called to give time to the 
Lord and when we encounter him to become his followers, to listen as his servants 
and to offer ourselves using the words of the response in today’s Psalm: “Here I am 
, Lord! I come to do your will.” 
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