
Reflection for the Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 
When we were last able to gather for Sunday Mass, I explained how 
during Lent in Year A of the gospel cycle we would listen to three long 
stories from St John’s gospel with three crucial and complementary 
messages.  Firstly from the encounter with the Samaritan woman at 
Jacob’s Well, which we heard three Sundays ago, we had the message 
that Jesus will give us “living water”  Last week, from the story of the 
healing of the man born blind, Jesus described himself as “the light of the 
world”.  And today, from the story of the raising of Lazarus from the 
dead, we have the message that Jesus is “the resurrection and the life.” 
 
These three messages take on a new significance in these “dark days” as 
we isolate at home aware of our human frailty and vulnerability.  This 
frailty and vulnerability is at the heart of today’s gospel story, the raising 
of Lazarus.  Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and Martha, are 
particularly close friends of Jesus.  Lazarus appears to have been 
suddenly laid low by a life-threatening illness and his sisters immediately 
sent word to Jesus.  Their message was “Lord, the man you love is ill”, a 
desperate cry for help and Jesus knew this.  Nevertheless, he took no 
action for two days before setting off to make the journey to their home 
in Bethany.  By the time he arrived Lazarus has not only died but had 
“been in the tomb for four days already”.  As he set out for Bethany Jesus 
said to his disciples “our friend Lazarus is resting, I am going to wake him” 
and the gospel spells out that this is a clear reference to the death of 
Lazarus.  As the story continues Martha expressed her faith in Jesus by 
saying “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died, but I know 
that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.”. 
 
Just as Martha and Mary were cut off from Jesus in their dark hour of 
Lazarus’ illness and death so we find ourselves cut off our usual ways of 
being close to Christ through the Mass and Sacraments.  But just as 
Martha and Mary express their faith in Jesus so at this time we too need 
to continue to express our faith in Christ who will enlighten the 
darkness and who is “the resurrection and the life.” 
 


